Notable Burials
at Union Cemetery

Not surprisingly in a cemetery with a
history as rich as Union's, many people
whose names or accomplishments we
recognize chose Union as their resting
place. A few of them are listed inside.

Among those at Union Cemetery
Ohio State
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W.W. “Woody” Hayes 1913-1987 - Coached the OSU
Buckeyes to four national football championships and
13 Big 10 titles between 1951 and 1978. Amassed a
205-61-10 Big 10 record.

Charles “Chic” Harley 1895-1974 - Ohio State
University’s (OSU) first three-time All-American
football player.

Michael A. Peppe 1898-1979 -Coached OSU’s
swimming and diving teams to 11 national collegiate
championships, 12 Big 10 championships and one AAU
championship during his 32-year tenure.

Lynn W. St. John 1876-1950 - OSU basketball coach
1912-19 and Athletic Director 1915-47.

Fred Taylor 1924-2002 - Basketball Hall of Fame
member who in 1960 guided the OSU Buckeyes to their
only NCAA championship. Coached seven teams to the
Big 10 championship during 18 years at OSU.

Esco Sarkkinen 1918-1998 - An All-American on
OSU’s 1938 Big 10 championship football team and
OSU’s Assistant Football Coach 1946-78.

Arthur G. James, MD 1912-2001 - Physician, professor
and founder of OSU ‘s James Cancer Hospital. Horatio
Alger Award recipient.

John Peter Minton, MD, PhD 1934-1990 - Surgeon
and OSU professor. Pioneer in cancer research and
treatment.

Robert J. Murphy, MD 1923-2003 - Internist and OSU
team physician from 1952-93. Nationally recognized
pioneer in fluid replacement in heat-related illnesses in
athletes.

Charles W. Pavey, MD 1906-2004 - Columbus
obstetrician and OSU clinical professor believed to have
delivered 25,000 babies during his 57-year practice.

Ruth Weimer Mount 1926-1997 - First Dean of
Students at OSU and devoted community volunteer.

Stephanie Spielman 1967-2009 - Cancer awareness
advocate and wife of OSU-NFL football legend
Chris Spielman. The OSU Stephanie Spielman
Comprehensive Breast Center is named in her honor.

History of Union Cemetery

In 1806 Northwest Territory pioneer and
Revolutionary War veteran Balser Hess was buried
on his family farm on the west side of the Olentangy
River in what is now Columbus, Ohio. Additional
Hess family members and other area families were
buried at the site over the next 40 years. Their
monuments remain, standing with dignity in the
cemetery's oldest section.

The land was purchased from the Hess family in
1847, and Union Cemetery was established.

During the next several years, the number of
gravesites grew, as family burial sites gave way
to organized cemeteries. The Union Cemetery
Association was created in 1878 to manage the
cemetery. The association's trustees purchased
other parcels of land in the years that followed,
including 75 acres on the west side of Olentangy
River Road in 1946. This addition is located about
one-half mile north of the old cemetery's north
border and accepted its first interment in 1954. The
first of three mausoleum buildings was completed
there in 1985.

In 2006 Union Cemetery acquired the stately
Amaranth Abbey and surrounding land, located on
Dodridge Street adjacent to the original cemetery.
With this expansion, Union has 128 acres of land at
its Olentangy River Road locations.

Now 200 years after Balser Hess was interred on
his homestead, Union Cemetery continues to offer
diverse, personal and professional burial services.
It is the final resting-place for approximately 70,000
people, with capacity to meet the needs of several

more generations.
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Joseph L. Davis 1927-2016 - A long life educator
serving Denver Public Schools, Columbus Public
Schools, Ohio Council on Vocational Education and
The Ohio State University, Joe is best remembered for
his years as Superintendent of the Columbus Public
Schools. (1977-1982).Union Cemetery board member.

Charles Albert Leach 1881-1950 - Graduate class
of 1906 from the OSU college of Law, President of
Buckeye Republican Club 1918, Author of articles Ohio
Law Reporter 1919 and Ohio Bar 1949, City Attorney of
Columbus 1921-1929, Judge Franklin County Common
Pleas Court 1929-1950, 33-degree Masion Humbolt
Lodge.

Alfred Landé 1888-1976 - Alfred was a German
American Physicist known for his contributions to
Quantum theory. He is responsible for the Landé
g-factor and an explanation of the Zeeman effect. In late
1929 Landé was invited to OSU in Columbus, Ohio to
present a series of lectures. 1930-1931 After a second
stay. He decided to establish himself in the United
States.

Wayne Bromley (Rasty) Wright 1895-1948 -
(A Forgotten Buckeye) OSU Varsity Baseball Pitcher
1915-1917, Captain of 1917 team that won First Baseball
Championship-Western =~ Conference,  Professional
Baseball - Played in Majors for St. Louis Browns
1917-1923, OSU head Varsity Baseball Coach 1929-
1932, Assistant Coach at OSU 1933-1948.

Gary Ellison 1952-2008 - Very active locally in Theatre,
Co-founder of Actors Theatre, which originated in 1982
as Actors Summer Theatre outdoor productions of
Shakespeare and musicals at Schiller Park Amphitheater.

William Clyde McCracken 1864-1959- Superintendent
of Buildings and grounds at OSU, Employed for 60 yrs.
At OSU, he began in 1886 as Chief Engineer and head
janitor, when OSU only had 4 buildings, 336 students
and 12 faculty members, later named Superintendent of
buildings and grounds. William introduced electricity
on the campus in 1893. Students enrolled in 1959;
16,000.

Charles Wesley Barker 1937-2017 - Served in the
US Army Reserves, Combat Engineers. OSU Graduate
with BS, Bus, Adm. Industrial Management. Member of
The OSU Chapter of Triangle Fraternity. Enjoyed flying
gliders on the old Don Scott field with Buckeye Glider
Club. Then employed with Cummins Engine Company
and progressing ranks to Manager of Assembly and
Test.

Locating Other Graves

Union Cemetery is the resting place

for many notable people - war heroes,
government officials, business leaders,
sports figures, scientists and others. The
gravesites of only a few of them are
highlighted here. If there are others you
think should be included on future maps,
please send information about them to
Union Cemetery by mail, e-mail or fax.

To find the locations of other Union
Cemetery graves, visit the cemetery
office weekdays 8 a.m.-4 p.m. or from 8
a.m.-noon on Saturdays. Or check online
at www.unioncemeterycolumbus.com,
click on "About Union Cemetery" and
choose "Locate a Loved One". This will
take you to centralohiogravesearch.com.

UNION

CEMETERY
—c%ga—

Established 1806

614-267-5471
3349 Olentangy River Road
Columbus, Ohio 43202
UnionCemeteryColumbus.com
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R. David Thomas 1932-2002 - Founder in 1969, chief
executive officer, chairman and spokesman for Wendy’s
International. Adoption advocate and Horatio Alger
Award and Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient.

Gordon Teter 1943-1999 - Chairman, CEO and
president of Wendy’s International.

James Near 1938-1996 - Chief executive officer of
Wendy’s International from 1989-95 and chairman of
the board from 1991-96.

Robert A. “Bob” Daniels 1913-1999 - Founded Bob
Daniels Buick in 1950.

H. Roy Chope 1921-1985 - One of three founders of
Industrial Nucleonics, the first company to pioneer
peace-time industrial use of atomic energy.

Clayton Jones 1923-1991 - Co-founded with his wife
Fiesta Hair Salons, the Midwest’s largest family-owned
and operated hair salon chain.

Harry K. Gard 1914-1987 - Co-founded the world’s
first online information service, CompuServe.

Foster Lane 1903-1995 - Co-founded Lane Aviation
Corp in 1935 with his wife, Ruth 1905-2000. Considered
a charter member of the general aviation industry.

Walter Standish Smith 1877-1940 - Inventor of the
exact weight scale.

John Galipault 1930-1993 - Air safety crusader and
founder of the Aviation Safety Institute.

Rand Hollenback 1899-1965 - Mayor of Clintonville -
Founder of ‘The Booster” newspaper.

William A. Pepper 1921-1983 - 25 - year Newscaster
for WBNS TV.

Harley E. Rouda 1929-2012 - Founder of HER Realty
Company.

Dr. Lewis Charles “Chad” Chadwick 1902-1993
- BS Degree in Horticulture Cornell University-then
graduated master’s degree and PhD from Cornell
University in Horticulture. OSU Professor Horticulture
& Floriculture 1929-1967, OARDC-Taxus research
“Chadwicki Taxus”.
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Carlton G. Horton Jr. 1933-2021 - U.S. Navy 1952-
1956, Moved to Columbus, Ohio became a sports car
salesman & Volunteer fireman. In 1968 after years of
research and development, he established The Horton
Company recognizing better equipped emergency
vehicles. Carl developed first van ambulance, expertise
in safety vehicles from The Horton safety Team.

Helen Tracy Rutherford 1922-2016 - Long time
member of Indianola church of Christ and Kum Double
Class, 50yr. Past President Clintonville Woman’s Club,
17yr. Chairman and Leader CWC Bible Study Group,
Past President’s Women’s Division for Project Hope,
Woman’s Board of Pilot Dogs, Northern Lion’s ladies
Auxiliary, North high women Alumni Assoc. member
of Corinthian chapterOES#393, Worked many years
with Husband Bill Rutherford F.H.

Robert J. Freedy MD, 1924-2011 - United States Navy,
WWII in the Pacific Theater, 1952 entered Medical
School at Ohio State University and completed his MD
degree in 1960, in 5 yrs. He and his wife were in private
Practice together In Reynoldsburg, Oh. Then he worked
for several years with corporations in Occupational
medicine and completed the last 22 yrs. of his career
as medical director at Battelle Memorial Institute in
Columbus.

John E. Fisher 1929-1998 - Civic and insurance
industry leader who served as chairman and CEO of
Nationwide Insurance for 22 years.

Jacqueline Odella Martin Smith 1935-2006 - A long-
time servant of the community, Owner of J. Martin
Smith Mortuary.

William P. “Bill” Rutherford 1923-2014 - He was
President and C.E.O. Rutherford Funeral Homes and
Crematories, Licensed Funeral Director since 1944.
Long Life Member of North United Methodist Church,
Past Presidents of central Ohio Funeral Directors
Association, Ohio Funeral Directors Association,
Cremation Association of North America, member
of OSU President’s club, OSU Faculty Club, OSU
Buckeye Boosters club.

Anita L. (Stapf) Shaw 1944-2011 - Member of
Worthington Christian Church and Adult Choir.
Licensed Ohio Funeral Director, Vice-President of
the Shaw-Davis Funeral Home, Graduate of National
Foundation of Funeral Service, Member of Central
Ohio Funeral Directors Assn., Ohio Funeral Directors

Assn.

Gordon Scott Smith 1950-2023 - Graduate of Dover
High School in 1968, Attended Kent State University-
Tuscarawas and Cleveland State University. Scott served
in the U.S. Army as a Specialist 4 Medic in Ansbach and
Stuttgraf Germany before returning home to continue
his Education. Graduate of Cincinnati Mortuary Science
1975, Scott served as a Funeral Director/Embalmer for
a family-owned Funeral Home (Rutherford-Corbin in
Worthington) over 40 yrs. Served his community as
Past Commander of American Legion Post #82, Past
President of Clintonville Chamber of Commerce.

Government
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James F. Atwood 1873-1965 - Ohio State Senator
credited with drafting bills for Ohio’s first hunting and
fishing licenses.

John Circle 1922-2000 - Franklin County Engineer
from 1981-2000.

Melvin B. Dodge 1924-1991 - Unabashed cheerleader
for Columbus, as long-time director of the Columbus
Recreation & Parks Department and president of the
Greater Columbus Convention & Visitors Bureau.

Paul M. Herbert 1889-1983 - Ohio Supreme Court
justice from 1963-69; elected to eight terms as Ohio
Lieutenant Governor; member, Ohio State Senate from

1926-30; and member, Ohio House of Representatives
from 1922-26.

George E. Tyack 1911-1986 - Noted trial lawyer and
Franklin County Common Pleas judge from 1972-84.

Russell Leach 1922-2002 - City Attorney of Columbus
from 1957-1963; Columbus Municipal Court justice
from 1963-1966; Chairman of the Franklin County
Republican Party from 1974-1978; Partner of the
Bricker, Evatt, Barton & Eckler Law Firm 1966-1988
and Chairman of the Executive Committee of the firm
1982-1987; Court of Claims Judge 1988-2002.

Roger W. Tracy 1903-1964 - Elected State Auditor
of Ohio 4 terms 1951-1958, Elected State Treasurer of
Ohio 1962 to time of death, Veteran U.S. Army WWIL.

Jordon G. Kareklas 1928-2015 - In 1948 Parents and
Jordan immigrated to the U.S. from Rhodes, Greece
and then settled in Farrell, PA. Jordan served in the U.S.
Army during the Korean War as a Medic and Hokkaido,
Japan. Then Located to Columbus, Ohio 1959 worked
as a computer operator for North American Aviation,
for 31 yrs. Worked at The OSU as a systems analyst
for the Research Foundation. With a passion for soccer
served as a coach and player for Greek Olympic soccer
team. Instrumental introducing the sport to OHIO High
schools.
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Phyllis Jones 1925-2015 - One of International
SalonSpa Business Network founder and 2003 Lifetime
Achievement Award, Phyllis and Late husband Clayton
Founded Fiesta Hair & Tanning Salons in 1973 in
Columbus, Ohio. By 2003 they had 200- plus salons and
1,700 associates. Another passion was creating Phyllis
A. Jones Legacy Park at the James Comprehensive
Cancer Center of OSU.

William Henry Scott 1840-1937 - Superintendent of
public schools Athens Ohio 1862-1884. Admitted to
Methodist Episcopal Ministry 1864. Pastor of Main
Street Methodist Episcopal Church Chillicothe, Ohio
1865-1867, Professor of Greek Ohio University 1869-
1872, President and professor of Philosophy Ohio
University 1872-1883, President and professor OSU
1883-1895 /1895-1910.

James Douglas McComas 1928-1994 - James was
14th President of Mississippi State University 1975-
1985, 12 President University of Toledo 1985-1988,
13™ President of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University 1988-1993. From his beginning of his
Administration, McComas placed major emphasis on
undergraduate education, kept an open-door policy for
students, visited 4,500 of them in residence halls and
advised 16.

Portia J. Dyson 1927-2020 - She was the first African
American to graduate from Mercy Hospital School of
Nursing in Portsmouth, Ohio her hometown. Portia
worked as a registered nurse at OSU for 13 yrs. She
worked in various nursing home throughout Columbus,
Ohio. She retired from Resthaven Nursing Home after
20 yrs. As the Director of Nursing.

Richard C. “Dick” Sensenbrenner 1936-2014 -
Dick was the founder and CEO of creative Child
Care, Inc. from its conception in 1970 until he retired
in 2008. Served as Executive Assistant to the Mayor
of Columbus, Ohio from 1964 through 1968. In 1968
appointed Regional Director for the United States
Small Business Administration in central and Southern
Ohio. Received the highest Citian issued the Federal
Government to a civilian employee for his outstanding
performance.

Dana G. “Buck” Rinehart 1946-2015 - Buck served
this Country for 37 years as a Marine and retired as
a Major. He Proudly demonstrated his loyalty to the
Corps with personalized license plates, “LTHRNK”. He
was always faithful. Buck first served in public office
as Franklin County Treasurer from 1976-1983. The ride
did not end there. At the young age of 37, he was elected
as the 50™ Mayor of Columbus.

Myron B. Gessaman 1894-1975 - Mayor of Columbus
from 1936-39; member, Ohio House of Representatives
from 1934-35; and Franklin County prosecutor from
1928-31.

Ben Espy 1943-2025 - Ben Alma mater -Howard
University, OSU, Sandusky High School. An American
Democratic politician who served in the Ohio Senate.
Columbus City Council 1982-1992, Ben obtained an
appointment to the Ohio Senate after Senator Richard
Pfeiffer resigned in 1992 and a full term in 1994. In 1994
Ben was chosen to serve as Assistant Senate minority
leader and by 1996 he was minority leader. Ben won a
second term in 1998

Sports
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Herman H. Harrison 1906-1969 - First Black
Battalion Chief in Columbus, Ohio, Columbus Fire
Department 1953, Columbus Fire Station 8 is named
the “Battalion Chief Herman Harrison Fire Station” in
his honor, Harrison was involved with Urban League
and the Frontiers Club.

Garrell “Gary” Spires 1922-2016 - Retired Vice
President of Huntington Bank, Former Bankers
Association Vice President for Ohio, Served WWII
U.S. Army Veteran, OSU Graduate majored in Finance,
Graduate of the Ohio and Wisconsin schools of banking.
Served Treasurer of Northland Masonic Temple
Corporation, Gary was crowed an honorary member of
the Supreme Council ,33rd degree mason.

Michael Marino Moraitis 1938-2025 - Veteran U.S.
Army, Mike was a 30 Yr. member of the GAC, 40 Yr.
career in the restaurant business. Founder and owner of
the Black Forest Inn at OSU, Mike Owned and managed
a chain of Arthur Treacher’s Fish and Chips in three
states. Founder and Past manger of Marino’s Seafood
restaurant on W. 5" Ave. in Columbus, Ohio. Marino
founder and ex-president of the Pan Icarian Club for the
Greeks of Icarian descent.

Athanasios “Tommy” Pappas 1952-2024 - After
graduating from High School in Sparta Greece. Tom
attended vocational school to study accounting. He
Proudly served his country in the Greek Army for 2 yrs.,
In 1976, a fateful vacation in Greece brought Tom &
Kathy together, they married. In 1977 they immigrated
to the U.S. and built a life together with family near and
far. In 1989 Tom and Kathy opened Tommy’s Diner.
Hard work and dedication, they transformed the diner
into a local favorite and beloved Columbus institution.
Both were dedicated members of the Greek Community.

William “Bill” Good 1946-2025 - He graduated
from Cincinnati Withrow High School, University of
Cincinnati, Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science.
Bill met his wife Becky at Mortuary College. Bill and
Becky moved to Columbus in 1967 to begin their life
together running Southwick-Good & Fortkamp Funeral
Chapel, Inc. Bill was a member of many organizations.
National Funeral Director’s Assoc., Ohio Funeral
Directors Assoc., Central Ohio Funeral Directors Assoc.
and served on several committees. Bill served on Board
of Advisors for Kinder Key of Columbus Children’s
Hospital, Member of the University Masonic Lodge.
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Thomas Noble Long 1899-1969 - Tom was an American
football player. He attended OSU studied mechanical
engineering. He played as a guard for OSU Buckeye’s
football team from 1921-1923 and was named to the
All-Western football team. He played professional
football as a guard in the NFL for the Columbus Tigers
in 1925. He appeared in seven NFL games and one as
a starter. Played for Jim Thorpe’s Hocking valley team
of Columbus in 1927. Then played for the Columbus
Tigers in 1928 The Tigers were no longer associated
with the NFL that Year.

Harry “Hank” Gowdy 1889-1966 - Played baseball
for the New York Giants and the Boston Braves.

Military
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Bennie Kauff 1890-1961 - Considered the Ty Cobb of
the Federal League, leading in batting and stolen bases.
Hit two home runs for the New York Giants in the 1917
World Series.

Paul Hornung 1915-1994 - 23-year Columbus
Dispatch sports editor, host of WBNS-TV’s Woody
Hayes Show and sports history author.

Forrest Winchester Jr. 1954-2025 - In 1973 graduated
from Linden McKinley High School in Columbus, Ohio.
1975 National AAU Runner-Up in the Featherweight
Division. National Amateur Champion and National
Golden Gloves Runner-Up, Turned professional in
1977 after a successful amateur career. Won his first 17
professional boxing Matches undefeated. Ranked in the
top 15 by esteemed boxing organizations, including the
NABF and USBA.

William D. Lackey 1870-1941 - William was a pitcher
in Major League Baseball played briefly during the1890
season. Lackey was a 19 yr. old amateur pitcher when he
debuted with the Philadelphia Athletics of the American
Association, 1890 he made a relief appearance, and
he posted a 9.00 ERA and did not have a decision.
As a batter, he was hitless in his only at-bat and never
appeared in a major league game again.
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Joel Parsons 1840-1919 - Civil War Union Army
private who received the Medal of Honor, the highest
military award given. Also elected to the Franklin
County Veterans Hall of Fame.

Balser Hess 1747-1806 - Fought alongside General
George Washington in the Revolutionary War before
becoming a Franklin County pioneer. First person
buried on his farmland in what is now Union Cemetery.
Many family members are buried nearby.

Henry Hale 1836-1922 - A Former Soldier - Active
Sept.2,1862-Sept.20,1862 (Black Brigade of Cincinnati)
- Military unit of African American soldiers organized
in 1862 during the American Civil War, when the city of
Cincinnati, Ohio was in danger of being attacked, by the
Confederate Army. 150" anniversary 1862 defense of
Cincinnati a memorial Monument to the Black Brigade
was dedicated in Smale Riverfront Park Sept. 9, 2012.

Judge John W. Hill 1925-2018 - Served in the U.S.
Army fought in Europe during WW II, Served during
the Korean War. Graduate OSU and Capital law School.
John served 22 yrs. As Judge for Franklin County, Court
of Common Pleas, Domestic Relations and Juvenile
Division. Member of Neoacacia Masonic Lodge 595
F&AM,33 Degree member of Valley of Columbus
Scottish Rite and Aladdin Shrine.

Robert Lee, Peeples Sr. MSgt 1928-2011 -
Service yrs. 1945-1957 Master Sergeant, served in
WW II as a member of the Tuskegee Airmen, stationed
at Lockbourne Air Force Base, served as President of
the Ohio Memorial Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen,
Inc. Primary Unit Served 1950-1957 91% Strategic
Reconnaissance wing Medium. The “Tuskegee Airmen”
is the popular name of a group of African American
pilots who flew with during WW II as the 332" Fighter
Group of the Army Air Corps.
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